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The Binocular Night Sky November 

2019.



Andromeda Constellation.



NGC 752 & 56 Andromedae.

Here binocular observers get two for the price of 

one. Imagine a line between Beta Trianguli and 

Gamma Andromedae – just to the west midway 

along this line is the open cluster 752 lying 1,300 

light years distant. To the right of the field of view 

lies 56 Andromedae a lovely double star with two 

orange components The two in the same field of 

view make a beautiful sight from 10x50 

binoculars and up.



Cassiopeia Constellation.



NGC 457 – A famous Open Cluster.

This cluster is also known as The Owl Cluster, 

The ET or the Dragon Fly Cluster. Extend a line 

through Epsilon and Delta Cassiopeiae about a 

third of the distance to find the cluster. The stars 

are arranged in lines and curves with two bright 

stars forming “the eyes” and a beautiful red star 

in one of the “limbs”. The shape becomes 

obvious above x15 magnification. What shape 

can you see?



Auriga Constellation.



Three Famous Open Clusters – M36,37 &38

Extend a line from Beta Tauri to Theta Aurigae 

and halfway across lie the three clusters – M36 

is the first cluster above the line. M36 is 

approximately 4,100 light years distant and some 

say it resembles The Pleiades. The more 

magnification you have the more stars are 

resolved but the cluster can be seen with 8x30 

binoculars.



M37 – An Open Cluster.

M37 lies midway below our line towards Gemini. 

This cluster is around 4000 light years distant 

and contains over 500 stars. Again this is visible 

in x8 binoculars and up.



M38 – A Third Open Cluster.

M38 lies above our line 2.5 degrees north west 

of M36. The brightest stars form an oblique cross 

and gives rise to its “starfish” cluster name. Just 

to the south of M38 is another cluster – NGC 

1907 which looks like a milky smudge in low 

power binoculars with some structure in higher 

powers. In wide field low power binoculars M38, 

M36 and NGC 1907 can be seen in the same 

field of view.



Taurus Constellation.



The Pleiades Open Cluster – M45.

Also known as “The Seven Sisters” M45 is perhaps the 

best known open cluster. Easily found as it is visible to 

the naked eye above Taurus even in light polluted skies. 

Best viewed in binoculars between x8 and x20 where 

the wide field of view encompasses all the glorious blue-

white hot glistening stars the brightest of which form a 

mini “plough” pattern. In dark skies nebula clouds can 

be seen around some of the stars. A young cluster 

about 100 million years old which is destined to been 

torn apart in 250 million years because of gravitational 

interactions with nearby objects. A Jewel of the night 

sky.



M45 – Further Images – On the left from dark skies with lots of 

nebulosity.


